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Over the last several months, the NGTA Project Team has been focused on the identification of
corridor specific transportation problems and opportunities. An extensive consultation program
was undertaken to solicit issues, concerns and suggestions from transportation service
providers, as well as representatives from the business and commercial sector. In addition,
technical work involving transportation demand forecasting and modeling was completed.
Results of this phase of work were presented at Public Information Centres (PICs) in February

and March in Welland, Rockton, and Burlington. See summary table below.

Tuesday February 24 ™, 2009
4:00p.m. to 8:00p.m
Royal Canadian Legion

Thursday February 26th, 2009
4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Rockton World Fairgrounds

Tuesday March 3rd, 2009
4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Burlington Convention Centre

Upstairs Hall 812 Old Highway 8 Emerald Hall
383 Morningstar Avenue Rockton 1120 Burloak Drive
Welland Burlington

The PICs were informal, “open house” style events. Theme-based information boards were
clustered throughout the meeting room, with assigned MTO and consultant staff available at
each cluster to address questions and concerns. A CD of all of the PIC display boards was
provided to each attendee, as well as a brochure (outlining the study’s background, work
completed to date, etc.); and a comment sheet. See Appendix A.

The primary purpose of PIC #2 was to present and obtain feedback on the results of the
recently completed transportation problems and opportunities exercise; specific to: goods
movement, people movement, and tourism/recreation. It was also viewed as an opportunity to
enhance the membership of the project’'s Community Advisory Group, by soliciting the interest
of some of the more “youthful” attendees.

The information presented at the PIC was grouped under the following seven (7) headings:

1. Welcome and Overview

Background and Study Process

How are Future Transportation Problems Predicted?
What are the Future Transportation Problems?
What are the Future Transportation Opportunities?
What's Next?

First Nations

No ok wDd
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PUBLIC AND AGENCY NOTIFICATION

Primary notification of the PIC was delivered by means of newspaper ads, mailings (regular and
electronic) and the project website. Details are described below:

3.9

]
3.1

Newspaper Ads

An Ontario Government Notice (Notice of Public Information Centre #2) was placed in the
following English and French newspapers, well in advance of the scheduled events:

EN

GLISH NEWSPAPERS

Ancaster News

Stoney Creek News

Haldiman Sachem

Hamilton Spectator

Milton Canadian Champion
Hamilton Mountain News
Flamborough Waterdown Review
Burlington Post

Oakville Beaver

Oakville Today

Grimsby Lincoln News

Niagara Advance

Niagara This Week

Niagara News - Thorold Edition
Niagara Falls Review

St. Catharines Standard
Welland -Port Colborne Tribune

Grimsby West Niagara News
(formerly, Grimsby Independent)

Fort Erie Times

Pelham News

Port Colborne In Port
Halton Compass

Turtle Island News
Tekawennake

Voice of Pelham
Waterloo Region Record

FRENCH NEWSPAPERS

urs K

London/Hamilton Le Regional
Hamilton Burlington L'Information
London/Sarnia L'action

AECOM

Friday February 13
Friday February 13
Friday February 13
Wednesday February 11
Friday February 13
Friday February 13
Friday February 13
Wednesday February 11
Friday February 13
Thursday February 12
Wednesday February 11
Thursday February 12
Friday February 13
Wednesday February 11
Wednesday February 11
Wednesday February 11
Wednesday February 11
Wednesday February 11

Saturday February 14

Wednesday February 11
Wednesday February 11
Thursday February 12

Wednesday February 11
Wednesday February 11
Wednesday February 11
Wednesday February 11

Wednesday February 11
Tuesday February 10
Wednesday February 11
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3.2 Mailings

1,591 individuals on the Project mailing list and 233 external agency representatives (i.e.,
municipal, provincial and federal) were notified of the PIC via regular mail and/or email (copies
of the letters and emails are provided in Appendix A ).

3.3 \Vebsite
The time and location of each event, as well as the PIC display material, was posted on the
project website in advance (www.niagara-gta.com).

4.0 DISPLAY MATERIAL

The information presented at the PIC was clustered under the following main headings:

* Welcome and Overview

+ Background and Study Process
How are the Future Transportation Problems Predicted?
What are the Future Transportation Problems?

+ What are the Future Transportation Opportunities>

* What's Next>

+ First Nations

The content of each information-cluster is summarized in bullet-form below:

Cluster ‘A’ — Welcome & Overview
+ The Vision

Where We Are

Policy Context

Other Planning Initiatives

Strong Foundation

Transportation Problems - Overview

Goods Movement Overview

Transportation Problems - Goods Movement

Transportation Problems - Inter-Regional Commuting

Transportation Problems - Tourism & Recreation

Transportation Opportunities

Cluster ‘B’ - Background & Conditions
*  EA Terms of Reference
Planning Process
Study Schedule
Other Transportation Planning Initiatives
Natural Heritage
Socio-Economic/Culture
Transportation

Cluster ‘C’ - How Are Future Transportation Conditi ons Predicted
+ Goods Movement Context
+ Inter-Regional Goods Movement Problems
+ Key Findings
+ Existing Conditions - Trucks
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Existing Conditions - Rail

Existing Conditions - Marine & Air
Future Conditions - Truck

Future Conditions - Rall

Future Conditions - Marine & Air
Inter-Regional Commuting Problems
Key Findings

Existing Conditions - Auto Commuter
Future Conditions - Auto Commuter
Existing Conditions - Transit Commuter
Future Conditions - Transit Commuter
Tourism

Existing Conditions - Tourism Travel
Future Conditions - Tourism Travel
Implications

Cluster ‘D’ - What are the Future Transportation Pr  oblems?
+ Goods Movement Context

Inter-Regional Goods Movement Problems

Key Findings

Existing Conditions - Trucks

Existing Conditions - Rail

Existing Conditions - Marine & Air

Future Conditions - Truck

Future Conditions - Rail

Future Conditions - Marine & Air

Inter-Regional Commuting Problems

Key Findings

Existing Conditions - Auto Commuter

Future Conditions - Auto Commuter

Existing Conditions - Transit Commuter

Future Conditions - Transit Commuter

Tourism

Existing Conditions - Tourism Travel

Future Conditions - Tourism Travel

Implications

Cluster ‘E’ - What are the Future Transportation Op  portunities?
+ Transportation Opportunities
+  Opportunities/Goals
+  Examples: Environment
+ Examples: Community
*  Examples: Economy
Cluster ‘F’ - What's Next
+  Get Involved!
* What's Next
+ Developing Transportation System Alternatives
*  Freedom of Information & Protection of Privacy

Cluster ‘G’ - First Nations
- Affected First Nations
+ Considerations
+ Active Land Claims
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A copy of the PIC display material was put on a CD and provided to all attendees.
Supplementary documents were also included on the CD: namely, the latest issue of the project
brochure and two Discussion Papers* (Factors Influencing Transportation Demand and Study,
Vision, Purpose, Goals and Objectives). A copy of the information package provided to the
attendees is provided in Appendix C.

*Aside:
The Factors Influencing Transportation Demand Paper details the issues surrounding
transportation demand in the Niagara-GTA corridor, as well as the policy framework.

The Study, Vision, Purpose, Goals and Objectives Paper focuses on the demand side of the
capacity equation; it provides an overview of the factors influencing future transportation
demand within the NGTA Corridor (i.e., policy, economy, trade and tourism).

Also, at each venue, copies of documents were available for attendees to peruse; both NGTA
specific documents as wells as documents from other relevant studies (e.g., Metrolinx).

5.0 ATTENDANCE AT THE PICs / COMMENTS

5.1 Attendance

A total of 270 members of the public chose to sign the visitor's register for the three Public
Information Centres. Several additional members of the public attended the PIC but declined to
sign in. It is estimated that 285 individuals attended the three events.

= 7

9.2 Comments

In addition to verbal comments, the Project Team encouraged visitors to express, in writing, all
suggestions, comments or concerns regarding the project and/or the information presented at
the PIC. A comment sheet was made available for this purpose. A total of 21 written comments
were submitted at the PICs and 14 additional comments were received via e-mail and mail in
the weeks following. A breakdown of attendance and comments by PIC date / venue is
provided as follows:

Date / V Total Written Comments
ate fvenue Attendance Received
February 24 ™", 2009 / Welland - Royal 110 1
Canadian Legion
February 26 ™, 2009 / Rockton — Rockton 84 2
World Fairgrounds
March 3, 2009 / Burlington — Burlington 76 8
Convention Centre
21
(+14 via email/mail)
Total 270 35

-7- My
}

MRC »> .
URS . AECOM L7 Ontario




NIAGARA TO GTA CORRIDOR PLANNING AND EA STUDY — PHASE 1
Public Information Centre #2 Summary Report (April 2009)

The key comments received during this consultation event are summarized under the following
four headings:

Multi-Modal Approach / Opportunities

» Support for multi-modal approach; particularly, rail solutions; optimization of existing
infrastructure; and an H20 highway.

» Suggestions offered regarding potential new routes

Methodology

» Disappointment that study has not advanced to “solutions” stage yet.

* Queries regarding identification and evaluation of transportation alternatives; and
relationship between current and former (“Mid-Peninsula Highway”) study.

» Uncertainty regarding how the assumptions used (e.g. gas prices, currency rates) during
development of the transportation alternatives will be documented.

Stakeholder Consultation & Participation
* Clear, informative and understandable displays.
e Appreciation for /frustration with the length of the study

General Comments, Concerns & Suggestions
» Concern regarding economic outlook for the region; and potential impacts to agriculture

* Need to allow for less growth than the Growth Plan specifies; and issues and effects
related to peak oil

Refer to Appendix D for a bullet-point synopsis of all written and verbal comments received at
each PIC event.

A response to each written comment received was prepared; see Appendix E for copies.
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0.0 PRE-PIC MEETINGS

A series of meetings were held with a range of stakeholder groups in advance of the PICs,
including the: Community Advisory Group, Municipal Technical Advisory Group, Municipal
Executive Advisory Group, Regulatory Agency Advisory Group, and First Nations.

Early and ongoing engagement with these stakeholder groups has provided the Project Team
with a broad range of perspectives and viewpoints, as well as relevant information (data). The
Project Team will continue to engage these stakeholders; particularly at key stages throughout
the study. The following table summarizes all stakeholder meetings that took place prior to PIC

#2:

Date Event Purpose of Meeting
October TSP /BCS » To solicit stakeholder perceptions regarding the existence
2007 — Consultation of transportation problems in the corridor and
February | 1:.usporTaTiON suggestions for current and future improvements.
2008 SERVICE PROVIDERS
BUSINESS
COMMERCIAL SECTOR
November | CAG Meeting #2\ | « To provide a study update; present an overview of the
29, 2007 COMMUNITY ADVISORY Problems and Opportunities identification process;
GROUP brainstorm a transportation system vision; and identify
community-based transportation problems.
September | MEAG Meeting e To provide a summary of the PIC #1 results; and discuss
25, 2007 #1 interregional issues.
MuNICIPAL EXECUTIVE
ADVISORY GROUP
December | MTAG / RAAG e To present an overview of the Problems and
13, 2007 Meeting #2 Opportunities identification process; and develop a
MUNICIPAL TECHNICAL transportation vision for the corridor.
ADVISORY GROUP
REGULATORY AGENCY
ADVISORY GROUP
February CAG Meeting #3  To provide, at CAG’s request, an information seminar
27, 2008 regarding the use of modelling and forecasting tools to
identify transportation Problems and Opportunities in the
corridor.
March 4, MTAG / RAAG * To provide a seminar regarding the use of modelling and
2008 Meeting #3 forecasting tools to identify transportation Problems and
Opportunities in the corridor.
April 10, MEAG Meeting * To outline the policy context for the study; outline the
2008 #2 proposed consultation/outreach approach; and
understand municipal information/participation
requirements.
May 29, CAG Meeting #4 * To confirm CAG's transportation system vision; present
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Date Event Purpose of Meeting
2008 the study’s policy context; and review the proposed goals
and objectives for a future NGTA Transportation System.
June 4, First Nations * To acknowledge the existence of First Nations’
2008 Meeting information gaps specific to the study area; and discuss
Six NATIONS OF THE options for addressing this problem.
GRAND RIVER
TERRITORY
June 9, MTAG / RAAG * To provide an update on the: 1) identification of
2008 Meeting #4 Transportation Problems & Opportunities in the corridor,
and 2) development of two Discussion Papers.
July 2008 - | Municipal Land * To obtain current growth management data to input into
September | Use Allocation modelling and forecasting work
2008 Meetings In-person meetings were held with staff in the planning
departments of Niagara Region (September 5, 2008), the
City of Hamilton (July 31, 2008), and the Regional
Municipality of Halton (July 17, 2008).
October First Nations e To acknowledge the existence of First Nations’
22,2008 Meeting information gaps specific to the study area; and discuss
MISSISSAUGAS OF THE options for addressing this problem.
NEw CREDIT
January CAG Meeting #5 * To provide a study update; a transportation Problems and
22,2009 Opportunities synopsis; and PIC #2 overview.
February MTAG / RAAG * To provide a transportation Problems and Opportunities
5, 2009 Meeting #5 synopsis; and PIC #2 overview.
February | MEAG Meeting * To provide a study update, including a synopsis of the
12, 2009 #3 identified transportation Problems and Opportunities, and

an overview of PIC #2

Refer to Appendix B for copies of the stakeholder meeting summaries.
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ONTARIO GOVERNMENT NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #2

Niagara to GTA Corridor Planning and Environmental Assessment Study
Phase 1

THE STUDY:

Phase 1 of the Planning and Environmental Assessment (EA) Study for the Niagara to GTA Corridor,
initiated by the Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO), will support the transportation objectives of the
provincial Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe by providing for the efficient movement of people
and goods within the corridor.

Phase 1 of this study includes the following key steps:

= Develop a Study Plan

= Identify transportation problems and opportunities

= Identify and assess transportation alternatives (i.e. fundamentally different ways of addressing the
problems and opportunities)

= Select preferred transportation alternative(s) and recommend a multi-modal Transportation
Development Strategy

= Make recommendations for future work in the Niagara to GTA corridor.

Since the last round of Public Information Centres (#1), the following has been completed:

“Study Vision, Purpose, Goals and Objectives” discussion paper;

Travel Demand modelling/forecasting approaches developed in consultation with stakeholders;
“Factors Influencing Transportation Demand in the NGTA Corridor” discussion paper;

Incorporated work from the recently released Metrolinx Regional Transportation Plan for the
Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area and more up-to-date land use information from municipalities;
and

= Identification of specific inter-regional transportation problems and opportunities in the study area.

These are important steps that lay the foundation for the examination of alternative transportation
system improvements.

PROCESS:

The Niagara to GTA Corridor Planning and EA study will be undertaken in accordance with the Ontario
Environmental Assessment Act (OEAA), the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA), and the
Niagara to GTA Corridor Environmental Assessment Terms of Reference (ToR), which was approved by the
Minister of the Environment in June 2006.

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE:

The public is invited to attend these informal sessions to view maps and displays that illustrate the problems
and opportunities within the NGTA corridor. Project Team members will be available to answer questions,
receive comments and discuss the next steps in this study. PIC #2 will be held on:

Tuesday, February 24”’, 2009 Thursday, February 26”’, 2009 Tuesday, March 3rd, 2009
4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Royal Canadian Legion Rockton World Fairground Burlington Convention Centre
Upstairs Hall 812 Old Highway 8, Rockton Emerald Hall
383 Morningstar Avenue, Welland 1120 Burloak Drive, Burlington

Information presented at the PIC will also be available on the project website starting February 19", 2009.

The focus of this round of PICs is to present how future transportation conditions are being predicted, the
transportation problems identified through the forecasting exercise, and opportunities identified through the
Goals and Objectives Discussion Paper. The Project Team is also seeking youth representatives to join the
Community Advisory Group (CAG) that has been established for this study.

COMMENTS:

Comments and information regarding this project will be collected to assist the MTO in meeting the
requirements of the OEAA. This material will be maintained on file for use during the project and may be
included in project documentation. Information collected will be used in accordance with the Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act and the Access to Information Act. With the exception of personal
information (e.g., name and address), all comments will become part of the public record.

For further information, or to be added to the mailing list for this study, please visit the project website or
contact:

Mr. John Slobodzian Mr. Paul Hudspith, P.Eng.
MTO Project Coordinator Consultant Project Manager
Ontario Ministry of Transportation URS Canada Inc.
Provincial and Environmental Planning Office 75 Commerce Valley Drive East
2" Floor 301 St. Paul Street Markham, Ontario, L3T 7N9
St. Catharines, Ontario L2R 7R4 Tel: (905) 882-4401
Tel: (905) 704-2204 Fax: (905) 882-4399
Fax: (905) 704-2007 E-mail: project_team@niagara-gta.com

E-mail: project_team@niagara-gta.com

Ms. Terry Hilditch Mr. Sandy Nairn, MCIP, RPP
MTO Assistant Project Coordinator Senior Environmental Planner
Ontario Ministry of Transportation Ecoplans Limited
Provincial and Environmental Planning Office 2655 North Sheridan Way
2" Floor 301 St. Paul Street Suite 280

St. Catharines, Ontario L2R 7R4 Mississauga, Ontario, L5K 2P8
Tel: (905) 704-2208 Tel.: (905) 829-6264
Fax: (905) 704-2007 Fax: (905) 823-2669

E-mail: project_team@niagara-gta.com E-mail: project_team@niagara-gta.com

Visit us at: www.niagara-gta.com
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