
First Nations Involvement

Six Nations of the Grand River Territory

The Six Nations of the Grand River Territory is 
the most populous First Nation in Canada; a total 
population of 22,994.
It is home to six different First Nations –
Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca, 
and Tuscarora.

Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation

Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation is a 
Mississauga Ojibwa First Nation with a total 
population of 1,792 people (May 2008).

“The Ministry recognizes the value that Aboriginal 
people place on the environment. When making 
decisions that might significantly affect the 
environment, the ministry will provide opportunities 
for involvement of Aboriginal people whose interests 
may be affected by such decisions so that Aboriginal 
interests can be appropriately considered.”

MTO’s Statement of Environmental Values (2005)

The study team is consulting with Six Nations of The study team is consulting with Six Nations of 
the Grand River Territory and the Mississaugas of the Grand River Territory and the Mississaugas of 
the New Credit First Nation regarding their interest the New Credit First Nation regarding their interest 
in the Corridor Planning and EA Studies.in the Corridor Planning and EA Studies.



Considerations

Every Effort Will Be Made to Avoid or Minimize Impacts to:
Indian Reserves;
Sacred Grounds;
Burial Locations;
Archaeological and Cultural Resources;
Effects on Lands Used for Traditional Activities:

Hunting;
Fishing; and,
Harvesting of traditional foods and medicinal plants.

Outstanding Land Claims and Treaties and;
First Nations Industry.

First Nations’ considerations are part of the development and evaluation of options for 
increasing transportation capacity in the Niagara to GTA study area.



First Nations Engagement

The potential effects of the transportation alternatives on areas of interest to First Nations 
are an important consideration in this study.

A comprehensive understanding of the factors which are of interest to the First Nations is 
necessary.

The study team is preparing a First Nations’ Existing Conditions document to summarize our 
understanding of these interests. The following general areas are currently being 
considered:

Land use / community;

First Nations’ industry;

Traditional knowledge: hunting, fishing, harvesting of foods, medicinal plants and environmentally sensitive areas; and,

Cultural heritage: pre-historic and historic First Nation sites.

Secondary source information is being used to prepare this document using:
Available community documents;

Information available on the community website; and,

Stage 1 Archaeological Report.

Working with First Nations communities is essential.

The study team will continue to engage First Nations to ensure that the appropriate sources 
of information, knowledge and values are incorporated into the NGTA EA Study.
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APPENDIX D 
VERBAL AND WRITTEN COMMENTS: WELLAND PIC (Nov. 24, 2009) 

 
VERBAL COMMENTS 
Multi-Modal Alternatives  

1. Freight rail seen to have the most promise in diverting goods from trucks. 
 
2. A government decision to improve/build new infrastructure preferred by many. 

 
3. The need to go beyond Group 1 (Optimize Existing Infrastructure) and Group 2 

(New/Improved Non-Road Infrastructure) options was acknowledged by most; 
preference for Group 3 (Widening Existing Inter-Regional Roads) and Group 4 (New 
Road Infrastructure) was generally equal.  

 
4. Numerous discussions between study team members and attendees regarding the lack 

of transit initiatives in the Niagara Region; general understanding that the region’s lower 
land use density is the primary reason. 

Methodology / Approach  
5. Many noted that the exhibits were clear, and appreciated the opportunity to take home 

a CD. 
 
6. Several noted that they were impressed with the amount of multi-modal information, 

and the significant research effort that went into collecting it. 
 

7. Questions were posed regarding how: 
• regional or municipal studies fit into the NGTA Study;  
• initiatives are coordinated among provincial ministries; and 
• recommendations outside of MTO’s jurisdiction will be implemented. 

 
8. Climate change issues warrant more consideration. 

 
Road-Based Alternatives 

9. Questions posed re need for a new corridor in a region where growth is limited (due to a 
large retiree population). 

 
10. Highway shoulders should only be available for emergency service vehicles and not used 

as bus bypass lanes. 

 
Natural Environment  

11. Important to protect agriculture and source water areas. 
 
General Comments, Concerns & Suggestions  

12. Timing requested for implementation of the Transportation Development Strategy.  
 

WRITTEN COMMENTS 
Multi-Modal Alternatives  

1. Increase goods movement by rail. 




